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INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBU

U.S. Talk of Early Pullout Angers Kurds

By William Branigin
Washington Post Service
ZAKHO, Iraq — Kurdish rebel leaders are
angered and many former refugees alarmed

over a statement by General Colin L. Powell

:}I:at U.S. forces will leave northern Iraq sooner
an ;
Rebel leaders say that the comment from the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, although
accompanied by a warning to Baghdad against
any new attacks on the Kurds, tends 1o under-
cut their position in negotiations with President
Saddam Husscin on a new antonomy agree-
ment for Iragi Kurds.

A Western relief official said U.S. command-
ers wanted to withdraw the bulk of the
mately 10,000 U.S. mthaea.reuby]uly
Fourth. American officials have not confirmed

a departure date.

Expressing opposmonmth.-,depanmoﬂhe
U.S. military and its Eur allies, about
1,000 people demonstrated Saturday near Sir-

senk, some of them holding up placards that
read, “Please don't leave us,” a photographer
reported. An airstrip at Sirsenk was the site of
General Powell’s remarks Thursday at the end
of a day's visit to U.S. troops serving in the
Kurdish relief effort.

General Powell said U.S. troops would with-
draw from northern “sooner than we
thought.” He said he notgivethci(ﬂrds

against any repetition of the offensive in late

March that foroed hundreds of thousands of
Kurds to flee to the mountains of neighboring
Turkey and Iran.

The comments appear to have forced Kurds
to face an unwelcome reality: that the allied
mm presence on which they have come to

. for thc;r gung is only temporary.

) e are frightened once again, especially
aftcreggl]mal Powell’s amazing statement that
Lbeymleawngtheommuysoon, said a Kurd-
ish guerrilla leader. “Why shou]d he say that?
This is weakening our tosmon.

The leader, who spoke on condition of ano-
?lymily, called General Powell’s warning to Mr.

ussein “silly.” General Powell should know
that “the Iragis won't listen to warnings,” he
added.

“They listen to actions. His warnings are
empty words while he says that he’s pulling
ou.”

In a meeting in Zakho on Friday between
Kurdish tribal leaders and U.S. military offi-
cials, the Kurds were “extremely depressed”
about the prospect of an early allied departure,
according to a U.S. memorandum.

"Wewﬂlmmlymrtmusemwmakeyou
stay,” one Kurd was quoted as telling the
Amcrm officers present. Another said with
despair that “the Iragis are now going lo eradi-
cate us,” accordi mlhcrq:ortofthemeeun

“We've been g them all along that we're

~leaving,” a U.S. officer said. “Now they're be-

mgfomad to believe it.”

B Last Turkish Cnmpﬂlom

Stephen Kinzer of The New York Times re-
poried from Silopi, Turkey:

The last Kurdish refugee camp in Turkey
closed Saturday, an event that markéd the end
of a successful humanitarian mission along the
Turkey-Iraq border.

The 11-nation effort that resolved the Kurd-
ish crisis in Turkey is being hailed here as a
model of cooperation among governments, ar-
mies and private relief agencies.

Some allied military officers have said that as
many as 40,000 Kurds, most women and chil-
dren, may have died during their flight out of
Iraq and in the weeks before foreign aid
reached them. Now, however, aid administra-
tors say that estimate is probably far too high.
The true figure, all acknowledge, will probably
never be known.

The closing of the seventh and last refugee
camp in Turkey, situated near the remote bor-
der town of Cukurca, rcpm;enled a lrmmph for
American and allied forces in the

“It’s hard to believe that only a few weeks
ago, there were real fears that this situation
might drag on not only for months, but for

years, and that it would become a.disaster like
the Palestinian problem,” said Bemd Jaenicke,
. a German relief administrator working at the™ |

refugee camp in Zakho. “The problem is not yet
[ull’y settled, but it is no longer a real emergen-




